Whatis Zama 21-12-2025:

Zama is the first $1B unicorn open-source cryptography company aiming to make fully
homomorphic encryption practical. In layman’s terms, this means allowing computations to be
performed on encrypted data, without decrypting it first and offering the same result as if it had
been unencrypted. For example, with FHE, a bank could run fraud-detection models on your
fully encrypted transaction history, catching suspicious activity the moment it occurs, without
ever seeing where you’ve spent your money or other private financial data.

Zama is perhaps the first company at this scale, to commercialise a full-stack FHE
platform available to developers and enterprises. Co-founded by CEO Rand Hindi (serial Al
entrepreneur) and Chief Scientist Pascal Paillier (inventor of the Paillier cryptosystem, FHE
pioneer), the Paris-Zug team blends 37 PhDs in crypto/ML with remote engineers from 26
countries with additional hiring underway through Zama careers.

Right now, the most valuable data in the world (medical records, institutional finance,
crypto/DeFi activity, digital identity) is trapped in silos. It is “locked away” because the risk of
exposing it to the cloud is simply too high, it would cost you your privacy.

Zama'’s innovative usage of FHE is the key to unlocking this value ethically and efficiently.

With FHE, we no longer need to trust mega-corporations with our data. Hospitals could
train Al on patient data with zero risk of exposure and financial records or identity attributes can
be acknowledged without decrypting them, removing the risks of exposing any data.

The idea of computers working on encrypted data has existed for years, but was
always too slow to be practical. Zama is the first to make that capability usable for real
applications. It removes the most vulnerable point in modern computing: the moment
we decrypt data to use it. There are a few key benefits of using Zama in blockchain and
Al. With Zama, algorithms crunch encrypted versions of this data to spot trends,
personalize recommendations, or predict sales, delivering the same sharp insights (like
training a recommendation engine on hidden user behavior) while the raw info stays

mathematically locked away.
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