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What Is a Bitcoin Reserve 13-11-2025: 
A Bitcoin Reserve, also known as a Strategic Bitcoin Reserve (SBR), describes a national 

government stockpiling BTC as a long-term asset. The concept isn’t new, Once a fantasy 

espoused by a few passionate Bitcoiners, it gradually gained momentum as discussions 

around a potential U.S. Bitcoin Reserve emerged, and has since become a recurring theme in 

financial headlines. 

As Bitcoin’s international recognition as a financial instrument grows, numerous 

governments are exploring its role in national reserves.  

But what exactly is a Bitcoin Reserve, and why are countries, particularly the U.S., 

considering it? Is it just a passing trend, or the maturation of an asset class that will dominate 

national reserves for generations? Let’s dig in and get to the bottom of these questions and 

more. 

At its core, a Bitcoin Reserve is a stockpile of Bitcoin held by a government or central 

authority. Much like gold reserves bolster a nation’s economic stability, Bitcoin reserves aim to 

provide a hedge against fiat currency volatility and geopolitical risks. Bitcoin’s fixed supply cap 

of 21 million coins and its apolitical nature make it an appealing alternative to traditional assets. 

Any nation that elects to create a Bitcoin Reserve has the potential to diversify its 

portfolio, hedge against inflation, and positively position itself in an increasingly digital world. It 

also gains in Bitcoin an asset that can increasingly be used in global commerce, allowing 

countries to reduce their reliance on the U.S. dollar 

Several countries have already embraced Bitcoin reserves, either intentionally or through 

incidental accumulation. El Salvador, for instance, made headlines in 2021 by adopting Bitcoin 

as legal tender and actively purchasing it for its national treasury. Other nations, like the U.S., 

hold Bitcoin primarily through seizures from criminal activities such as darknet marketplace 

busts. The concept of creating a national Bitcoin Reserve was thrust into the spotlight by the 

U.S. in 2024, where discussions about a formalized SBR have intensified, driven by political and 

economic developments. 
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