Solana vs Cardano 23-02-2026:

Cardano is a blockchain built to solve problems that earlier networks like Bitcoin
and Ethereum couldn’t; namely, how to make a programmable blockchain that is both
formally secure and scalable. Launched in September 2017 by Ethereum co-founder
Charles Hoskinson and developed by Input Output Global (IOG), Cardano’s core
philosophy is that the right way to build a blockchain is with rigorous engineering, peer-
reviewed research, and formal proofs before anything goes live. Cardano runs on
Ouroboros, the first provably secure Proof-of-Stake (PoS) consensus protocol. Block
producers (the network’s bookkeepers) are selected based on the amount of ADA
(Cardano’s native cryptocurrency) they stake.

Bitcoin pioneered the UTXO (Unspent Transaction Output) model, a way of
organizing blockchain transactions like physical cash, where you spend whole pieces
and receive change back rather than maintaining a running balance. Cardano extends
this with the EUTXO (Extended Unspent Transaction Output) model, which keeps
Bitcoin’s core logic but adds support for smart contracts.

With this model, every transaction declares exactly what it will do before it runs,
and the outcome is guaranteed to be identical whether you test it locally or broadcast it
to the network. Your transaction won’t fail halfway through and still charge you fees.
Solana is a high-performance layer-1 blockchain launched in March 2020 by Anatoly
Yakovenko, a former Qualcomm engineer, designed to prioritize speed and scalability
above all else. Solana employs a hybrid consensus combining Proof of History (PoH) and
Proof of Stake (PoS). Proof of History functions as a cryptographic clock that timestamps
transactions before the network even has to agree on them; eliminating the coordination
overhead that slows other blockchains down. The PoS component then secures the
network by selecting validators based on staked SOL tokens, mixing speed with security.

That performance profile has made Solana the default infrastructure for

consumer-facing crypto.
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