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The BIP-39 English word list isn’t just a random assembly of vocabulary—it’s the 
product of deliberate design choices aimed at bridging cryptography and human 
memory. Conceived in 2013 by Bitcoin developer Marek Palatinus (Slush), the list 
started as a shortlist of candidate words drawn from simple English vocabulary. From 
thousands of possibilities, exactly 2,048 words survived rigorous filtering for clarity, 
uniqueness, and error resistance. 

Every entry is lowercase, free of punctuation, and contains no homographs or minimal 
pairs (words that sound alike). Lengths vary from three letters (“oak”) up to eight 
(“twelve”), but no two words differ by only one character. This avoids transcription 
slip-ups when writing or typing under stress. 

The alphabetical ordering of the list is intentional: software implementations map each 
word to an 11-bit integer simply by its position, streamlining both encoding and 
decoding without needing lookup tables sorted by length or frequency. Behind the 
scenes, those 11 bits of information combine seamlessly with a tiny checksum slice—
just enough to catch most human errors before cryptographic seeds are ever 
generated. 

What makes the BIP-39 list unique among mnemonic schemes is its universality. 
Translations now exist in over a dozen languages, yet all versions maintain exactly 2,048 
entries so that any compliant wallet can interpret a seed phrase consistently as long as 
the language is specified. Unlike passphrases that rely on arbitrary user-chosen words, 
BIP-39’s controlled vocabulary ensures every word encodes a precise binary value, 
enabling deterministic wallet recovery even years later. 

The choice of everyday nouns, verbs, and adjectives reflects a balance between 
memorability and security: words like “anchor,” “jazz,” and “rocket” stick in the mind 
better than hexadecimal gibberish, yet offer the same cryptographic strength as a 
128- or 256-bit random number. By embedding a checksum into the phrase itself, 
BIP-39 also transforms what would be a blind copy-and-paste operation into a 
self-validating step—catching typos before they lead to permanent loss. 

In short, the BIP-39 seed phrase list isn’t merely a convenience; it’s a carefully crafted 
bridge between the precision of cryptographic entropy and the imperfect reliability of 
human memory. 
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suspect erode mutual seminar census option absurd penalty popular 
engage mixture youth  
profit firm useful thank coyote laptop turn water unit ten twist setup  
canal toward joy basic pattern praise open south gaze tonight toy elder  
extend warrior blush frost town memory humor key liberty wagon purse 
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canvas yellow trap speed pretty direct arrive life weekend note young 
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into snake wood quick gather oven slight run police midnight dust gift  
cancel miracle need glue online tongue announce insect brush hire seat 
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west warfare person notice body plastic confirm switch blind world neck 
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cement 
cat miss dish uncover knee sick slush require network visa please stage  
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select neutral essence pact cabbage creek session critic trim buyer crack 
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shadow fatal observe sport execute regret chief deer excite sea stuff better  
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print antenna kiss fit label express struggle judge enemy sense mechanic 
shed 
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source much  
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curious above onion distance thing donkey tennis home rubber vacuum 
shield bag  
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marriage ready dignity type insane economy tornado cause permit crisp 
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scorpion october globe target calm topic snow achieve all found tuna 
scatter  
average damp despair amused perfect glare solve runway alter film awful 
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chicken fun race season friend city time ball fringe client ceiling estate  
combine valid double inject venue wolf december evidence pen knife burst 
just  
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rebuild undo property tent test illegal silk master robot retreat media club  
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paper 
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fancy physical  
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gorilla project  
anchor pigeon such remember claim dress rescue round bullet boy rigid 
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tooth puzzle survey essay dolphin luggage victory connect height glance 
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mind trophy smoke mistake fortune matrix expire pear often cruise abstract 
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hub picture come festival ethics remind describe first attack script pulse 
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team 
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buffalo symptom sunset length meat appear tired gesture april fix grocery 
drop 
nerve nephew habit brown reward arch stumble drastic spread answer 
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sorry barrel guide tissue tag stick daring private post adjust lounge damage  
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shell east exercise initial eagle impact naive desk brief furnace garbage 
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gauge salad horror elegant obtain leisure fame neither rail inquiry surge 
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corn keep fetch impulse boss swap denial cheese cave spoil mystery cheap  
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pilot father stadium drift balance skull material skirt enlist result title 
motion 
secret canyon artwork fish door blast drill near timber pink layer shoe  
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trade dog leg valve green prize virus kitten write possible pledge guess  
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stable usage explain reveal beach snack dwarf turtle thunder gravity guitar 
castle  
call pig toilet rug sausage because century vote frog oyster laugh more  
object worry echo donor agree decline vibrant kite truck element peanut 
sign 
wisdom bicycle engine wire radar civil quit sphere alien feel dentist repeat  
give enable amazing shift smooth scheme pass settle gasp clump dragon 
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ivory style  
razor jewel zone night very way pull swing situate mention escape upset  
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fat area hurt holiday certain catch stay entry mandate crane cotton tank  
general million match soft maple common danger draw original attract cash 
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table hill news angle review belt nice eternal wrist good balcony cruel  
box protect where cream coral clean else stone huge local hen toe  
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side input  
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offer 
leave winter marine nose urge current item salute language welcome 
regular task  
citizen during lady tape slim resist lizard bird dawn can grit evolve  
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fault  
siege rebel lemon cactus cake grape text hood dynamic manage face 
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foot kidney veteran shove there arrest shrimp north spell sword blood unveil  
bulb spare debate actress letter soap girl ticket toss photo goose exist  
draft hard little ride stove build afraid later basket harsh thumb sand  
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happy black wrong barely spoon outside fresh venture wasp human tortoise 
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replace system upper inflict light improve baby cherry exotic pipe biology 
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cinnamon journey priority polar shock electric beyond top blade ecology 
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library security exchange clog subway solid step legend lucky turkey patient 
enough  
raw rival desert hedgehog ankle clap away change prepare liar daughter 
gown 
armor various maze tourist crush relief drum spray joke smart lend farm  
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sustain vehicle month address unfold record release crucial unable shy 
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play scrub poet idea blame sight shoot female useless ketchup capable end  
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