Revoking Token Approvals to Protect Your
Crypto Wallet
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When you interact with a decentralized application, you typically sign a
transaction granting that app permission to spend tokens from your wallet. These
permissions, called token approvals, remain active indefinitely unless you explicitly
revoke them. Most users grant dozens of approvals over time and never revisit them,

leaving a wide attack surface that malicious actors can exploit.

How Token Approvals Work
Token approvals are smart contract permissions defined by the ERC-20 and

ERC-721 standards. When you approve a protocol to spend your USDC, for example,
you're calling the approve() function and specifying an allowance — often set to the
maximum possible value for convenience. The approved contract can then transfer up
to that amount from your wallet at any future point, without requiring another
signature from you.

This design is intentional. It reduces the number of transactions needed during
normal use. However, it also means a compromised or malicious contract retains the

ability to drain your tokens long after you've stopped using the platform.

The Real Risks of Unrevoked Approvals
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Protocol exploits are the primary danger. If a DeFi protocol you approved gets

hacked, attackers can use existing approvals to pull funds directly from connected
wallets, even if you withdrew your liquidity weeks earlier. This happened during the
BadgerDAO exploit in 2021, where attackers injected malicious approvals through a
compromised front-end and drained roughly $120 million from user wallets.

Phishing sites present a second threat. A fake site mimicking a legitimate
protocol can prompt you to sign an approval that grants a malicious contract unlimited
access to a specific token. You may not notice until your balance disappears.

Infinite approvals amplify both risks. Many interfaces default to unlimited
allowances to avoid repeated approval prompts. Setting a specific, bounded allowance

instead limits the damage any single approval can cause.

How to Revoke Approvals
Several tools let you view and revoke active approvals. Revoke.cash supports

Ethereum and most EVM-compatible chains including Arbitrum, Optimism, Base, and
Polygon. Connect your wallet, and it displays every active approval sorted by token
and spender. You can revoke individual permissions or batch-revoke multiple
approvals in a single transaction where the chain supports it.

Etherscan's Token Approval Checker offers similar functionality for Ethereum
mainnet. For Solana, tools like SolanaFM and Revoke.cash's Solana interface handle
token account delegations, which work differently from EVM approvals but carry the
same risks.

Each revocation is a blockchain transaction and requires a small gas fee.
Revoking approvals on Layer 2 networks typically costs a few cents, making regular

cleanup practical.

Building a Safer Approval Habit
Review your approvals after testing any new protocol, before and after a known

exploit hits a platform you've used, and at least once every few months as routine
hygiene. When an interface offers a choice, set a specific allowance matching only
what you need rather than accepting an unlimited approval.

Hardware wallets don't protect against approval-based theft — the signed
permission is what matters, not how it was signed. Staying on top of your approval list

is one of the most concrete steps you can take to reduce exposure in DeFi.
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Below is a set of 60 randomly generated 12-word mnemonic sequences built
from the official BIP39 wordlist.
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