Ledger vs Tangem 15-02-2026:

All crypto wallets can store keys, but a signer does something more: it authorizes
transactions while showing you exactly what you’re approving before you approve it. That
difference in framing reflects a difference in design philosophy, and is what separates
Ledger and Tangem. Both Tangem and Ledger store your private keys, the cryptographic
codes that secure your crypto assets, isolated inside secure chips that never expose
them to the internet. Your keys are generated on-device, stored in tamper-resistant
silicon, and signing happens inside the chip itself.

From a pure key storage perspective, both architectures are sound, since both are
designed to keep your private keys off the internet. But there’s a crucial difference -
Tangem’s legacy onboarding requires entering your seed phrase on your phone first.
Ledger never passes your keys through any external device at any point. Moreover,
private keys don’t exist to be stored, they exist to authorize transactions.

Tangem is a card-based NFC wallet: thin as a credit card, with no screen and no
buttons. You simply tap it against your phone to sign transactions, slip it in your wallet
next to your ID, and ‘carry crypto like cash’.

The transaction data passes from your smartphone app through NFC to the card,
which signs and returns authorization. You verify what you’re signing by looking at your
phone’s screen. This poses a security risk, which we will take you through in the section
that follows. By contrast, a signer’s job is to authorize transactions while letting you verify
exactly what you’re about to approve directly on the secure screen of the device itself
(and not your phone or any other device). This gives you the ability to verify, and not
simply trust, what you’re about to sign.

Ledger’s decade-long experience —with over 8 million devices sold — has produced
a security model that has ensured no Ledger signer has ever been hacked. All of Ledger’s
dedicated signers come with intuitive, secure touchscreens, a custom OS, and certified

Secure Element chips.
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