From Hardware Wallet to signer 04-11-2025:

The world of digital assets has transformed dramatically since Ledger launched in 2014.
What began as a niche experiment for pioneers, wrapped in technical and exclusive language,
has matured into the foundation for a new global economy.

In this new age, digital value is not just about money; it’s about everything that makes up
your digital life: from the digital assets you hold to the ability to reliably verify your identity
online. As this revolution has grown, it has become clear that true ownership and control
require the right tools and the right language to make those tools clear, human, and inspiring.

This starts with the bedrock of our ecosystem: what were once called “hardware
wallets” are now signers. We’re calling them signers because it makes their purpose much
clearer: signing transactions, proving intent and identity, and allowing you to provide digital
consent.

Far more than a simple rebrand, this evolution in language reflects a fundamental
shift toward clarity, precision, and a more intuitive future for digital ownership, built on
more than a decade of Ledger’s battle-tested and uncompromising security.

In this article, we break down the rationale behind the change, how signer more
accurately captures everything you can do with Ledger, the harmful misconceptions this
should address, and how we’re ushering in the next era of digital ownership.

The term “hardware wallet” is a relic from an earlier era in crypto, and its continued
use creates significant friction for new users. For a newcomer, this language isn’t just
confusing—it creates a genuine fear that they might make a costly mistake.

One of the most frequent misunderstandings for newcomers is that a hardware
wallet stores their digital assets when they don’t: those assets live on the blockchain.
This can lead to the mistaken fear that if you lose your device, you lose your assets.

In reality, your Ledger signer stores your private keys (in the form of a Secret
Recovery Phrase). This is your access to your assets. What’s more, Ledger now provides

multiple ways to back-up your Secret Recovery Phrase - traditional Recovery Sheets.
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