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Bitcoin vs Solana: Proof of Work vs Proof of History 05-02-2026 
Bitcoin is the first and most established cryptocurrency, launched in 2009 by the 

pseudonymous Satoshi Nakamoto. It operates as a decentralized peer-to-peer 

electronic cash system secured by Proof of Work (PoW) consensus, where miners 

expend computational power to validate transactions and secure the network, 

prioritizing security, decentralization, and censorship resistance over transaction speed. 

For faster payments, Bitcoin utilizes the Lightning Network, a layer-2 solution that 

recently reached a record liquidity of over 5,600 BTC locked in payment channels. 

Solana is a high-performing layer-1 blockchain designed for scalability and speed. 

Launched in 2020 by Anatoly Yakovenko, it employs a hybrid consensus mechanism 

combining Proof of History (PoH) and Proof of Stake (PoS) models, achieving high 

throughput without sharding or layer-2 scaling solutions. 

The Solana blockchain hosts high-frequency applications such as gaming, 

decentralized exchanges (DEXs), and consumer-facing apps requiring instant finality and 

low costs. 

The Firedancer validator client, launched in December 2025, enhanced network 

diversity and laid the groundwork for processing up to 1 million TPS in controlled 

environments. 

Solana delivers cutting-edge performance for applications requiring speed and 

scalability. Its innovative architecture enables use cases that would be economically 

unfeasible on Bitcoin’s base layer, from decentralized exchanges to blockchain gaming 

and real-time financial applications. 

Regardless of which network you choose, security remains essential. Whether 

holding BTC, SOL, or assets across multiple chains, protecting your crypto wallet is 

critical. Using a Ledger signer paired with Ledger Wallet™ is the most seamless and 

secure option for experiencing true digital ownership while interacting with these 

groundbreaking networks. 
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