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What Is a Bitcoin Private Key?

A Bitcoin private key is a randomly generated 256-bit number that serves as the sole proof of ownership
for a specific set of bitcoins. It is typically represented in Wallet Import Format (WIF), a long
alphanumeric string. From the private key, cryptographic algorithms derive a corresponding public key
and Bitcoin address—allowing others to send you BTC—while ensuring that only someone with the
private key can spend those funds.

How Trust Wallet Manages Private Keys

Trust Wallet is a hierarchical deterministic (HD) mobile wallet that leverages a single BIP39 mnemonic
phrase to generate and manage all of your private keys—including your Bitcoin private key—using the
BIP32/BIP44 derivation standards. This means you don’t need to handle each private key individually:
Trust Wallet automatically derives, stores, and secures them behind your wallet’s PIN or biometric lock.

Exporting and Importing Your Bitcoin Private Key in Trust Wallet
e Exporting:

1. Open Trust Wallet and tap on your Bitcoin wallet.

2. Tap the three-dot menu in the top right corner and select “Show Private Key.”

3. Authenticate with your PIN or biometrics, then copy or write down the WIF-formatted private key.
* Importing;

1. From Trust Wallet’s home screen, tap the “+” icon and choose “Import Wallet”

2. Select“Private Key” as the import method and paste your WIF key.

3. Confirmto add the Bitcoin address to your Trust Wallet.

Security Best Practices

Your private key is the ultimate secret to accessing your bitcoins—anyone who obtains it can spend your
funds. Never store it digitally (e.g., screenshots, text files, cloud storage). Instead, record it on paper or a
fire- and water-resistant metal backup plate and keep it in a secure location (like a safe). Do not share
your private key with anyone, including “support” representatives.

What to Do If Your Private Key Is Compromised

If you suspect your private key has been exposed (for example, through malware or phishing),
immediately create a new wallet in Trust Wallet (or another BIP39-compatible wallet), generate a fresh
mnemonic phrase (and private key), then transfer all your bitcoins to the new address. Securely destroy
any records of the compromised key to prevent future misuse.

Key Takeaway
« ABitcoin private key grants full control over your BTC.
» TrustWalletuses a single mnemonic phrase to derive and safeguard private keys for all supported
cryptocurrencies.
« You can export/import your Bitcoin private key manually, but it must be stored offline and kept
secret at all times.
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